
  

Alternative Provisions at  

Unified Academy 

 

At Unified Academy, alternative learning provision (ALP) is arranged to 

ensure that every student, who for whatever reason cannot access the in-

school provision, has access to a purposeful and appropriate programme of 

learning.  The ALP offer is arranged using a range of providers who are 

experienced and suitably qualified to facilitate alternative learning for our 

students. 

Our ALP is planned to ensure that it appropriately meets the needs of 

students and enables them to re-engage with learning in an alternative 

setting. All students receive a good education, regardless of their 

circumstances or the settings in which they find themselves. Provision will differ 

from student to student; however, there are some common elements we aim 

to achieve, including: 

 academic focus, particularly in English and maths – with appropriate 

accreditation and qualifications 

 vocational settings to encourage future employment aspirations 

 specific personal, social, emotional and well-being needs are met 

alongside academic needs  

 improved pupil motivation and self-confidence, attendance and 

engagement with learning 

 clearly defined objectives, shared with parents/carers and key school 

staff, including the next steps  

 

This document outlines our regular providers of alternative educational 

provision. 
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SILC 
About SILC Training 
SILC Training are a non-selective, independent alternative provision based in 

Mitcham for Pre 16s. SILC offer vocational skills teamed with a wealth of 

knowledge and life experience which will aid students in their journey to 

success. 

The courses centre around construction skills, offering City & Guilds 

accreditation from Entry Level 3 Award to Level One Extended Certificate. 

They also offer all our students AQA Unit Awards. 

Pupils learn a vast range of vocational skills health and safety awareness, 

plaster boarding, plastering, fibrous plastering, tiling, decoration, brick work, 

block work, block paving, and slab paving. 

Chaz Watson 
Chaz is the lead instructor, DSL and first aider. 

"As a result of choosing the wrong path and wasting 

the first part of my adult life in and out of prison I can 

truly say ‘I’ve been there, done that and got the t-
shirt’.  On the last six months of my sentence I was 

given the opportunity to work within Wandle Valley 

School through a local prison on a day licence.  Once I 

was released 

from prison, I 

was then 

employed full time by the school to 

carry out maintenance on site.  This 

role gave me the confidence to 

‘make the jump’ into the plastering 
trade working for a local 

tradesman.  After six years of then 

being self-employed, with what I had 

experienced at Wandle Valley I felt 

my skills learnt could be utilised by 

supporting those young people I had 

worked with and encouraging them 

into making the right choices and work towards a brighter future.  I am now 

the Director and qualified Instructor of SILC Training which has now been 

established since 2008 with the support of all the local schools and PRU’s in 

surrounding boroughs." 

  

‘Teaching today’s trades for tomorrow’s future’ 
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Sporting Chances 
About Sporting Chances  
Sporting Chances have a vision for all young 

people to be given the chance to recognise 

their strengths and fulfil their potential, 

irrespective of their backgrounds; their 

current circumstances; their race, gender, 

religion, sexual orientation, disability or other 

characteristic. 

  

We are dedicated to helping vulnerable young people who, as a result of 

special educational needs, poverty, challenging family lives, disability, mental 

health or other factors, are at risk of social exclusion. Using sport and new, 

creative ways of engagement, our holistic approach helps young people 

improve their life skills, their access to education, training and employment, 

empowering them to go on to lead better lives. 

  

We offer young people a bespoke learning experience that priorities their 

individual needs and interests. Each of our provisions provide different 

experiences and opportunities. To find out more, please visit the relevant 

provision page for you. 

Sport 
SC Sport’s, main focus is providing valuable respite through multi sporting 
activities. Featuring a variety of high-quality sessions led by qualified coaches.  

They cater to children that may have emotional, behavioural or medical 

conditions preventing them from conforming to mainstream school. SCs 

Sports coaches also support our enrichment curriculum on a Friday 

afternoon. 

Creative 
A service aimed at creative young people aged 16 and under. This is mostly 

aimed at students that specifically suffer from social anxieties, attendance 
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issues, social/emotional difficulties etc. They focus on the young 

person’s creative interests as an alternative way to aid their learning. 

All staff hold an enhanced DBS, are onsite at all times during the school day, 

keeping close supervision of the young people in attendance, mentoring 

and helping them in any way they can.  

Hair and beauty 
A recent addition to the sporting chances provision, SC Hair & Beauty offers 

young people aged 15 to 16 years the opportunity to gain a Level 1 Diploma 

in Hairdressing, to help them achieve a place in college or start an 

apprenticeship in the hair and beauty industry. The diploma covers; 

introduction to hairdressing, styling, braiding and cutting, through both theory 

and practical elements. All staff are qualified to deliver this programme and 

are fully DBS checked. 

Outreach 

For those pupils who are simply not ready or unable to access Sporting 

chances on their site Outreach is available. This service works hand in hand 

with the school to build confidence and self-esteem with a view to 

integrating into a program onsite at either sporting chances or back into 

school. 

David Johnson 
Founder of Sporting Chances Group & SC Sport Manager 

'The founders of Sporting Chances had a number of beliefs and outcomes. It 

was felt that these could be achieved 

through sports. We wanted to ensure each 

young person achieved a sense of well-

being and increased their self-esteem. 

Also, to encourage young people to 

participate and express freely their views in 

a safe and stimulating environment. Now 

with the Sporting Chances Group offering 

various provisions and new programmes to 

the wider community, we are extremely 

proud to have reached our aims and now 

excited to prosper. ' 
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Winchmore Tutors 
About Winchmore 
Winchmore Tutors is the UKs leading tuition agency, provides high quality 

tutors to parents, schools, and local authorities across the UK. 

Winchmore Tutors has extensive experience working with Unified Academy. 

They design and deliver one-to-one tutoring programmes for Key Stages 2–4 

that are set at the correct 

level for the individual and 

ensure students receive the 

educational support they 

need. This is done through a 

completely flexible approach 

and by working in partnership 

with Unified Academy and 

parents.  

All tutors are screened in line 

with the Department for Education’s rigorous standards, and they are the 
only private tuition agency to be awarded its coveted Quality Mark for one-

to-one tuition excellence. 

Unified Academy liaise with our link at Winchmore to fine the most 

appropriate tutor within the child’s catchment area.  

  



5 | P a g e  

 

Motor Vehicle 
This course in West Drayton is run in collaboration with the Skills Hub one of our 

sister school within the Academy Chain, and allows our students to 

experience working in a real motor vehicle workshop whilst remaining in the 

security of the school’s umbrella. 

Year 10 Institute of the Motor Industry- Entry Level 3 Award  
This qualification is aimed at 14-19 year olds who prefer and respond to 

'hands-on' learning. The structure has a practical approach to assessment 

and includes many visual questioning techniques which will stimulate and 

interest learners. 

Year 11 Institute of the Motor Industry- Level 1 Award in 

Transport Maintenance 
This engaging and motivating Vocationally Related Qualification (VRQ) is 

generally aimed at learners 14-19 years old, who have a keen interest to 

learn about the maintenance of various types of transport and the job roles 

that are available within the sector. 

This qualification consists of a combination of units from: 

 Health and Safety practices 

 Foundation Skills  

 Personal Social Development (PSD) 

 Mechanical Maintenance - covering various types of vehicles from Light, 

Heavy, Motorcycle and Cycle. 
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The Secret Garden Sanctuary 
About the Secret Garden 

The Secret Garden Sanctuary is a small 

care farm and rescue centre in the Surrey 

Hills that runs courses in animal care and 

horticulture for vulnerable adults and 

children.   

Most of our animal residents are 

rescues.  We have a diverse range of 

animals from Grape the Miracle Pig right 

through to small and furry ones.  We have 

an allotment and orchard area where we 

will grow many of our own fresh fruits and 

vegetables some which will be used by 

students to create farm to fork meals. We 

are also about to start creating the sensory garden.  Pixie Hollow is a magical 

area of the sanctuary where little pixies and wildlife live.  We will be 

transforming the area into a sensory garden for all to use and as part of the 

sensory garden there will 

be a contemplation 

spot too. 

At the secret garden 

pupils are able to truly 

find themselves without 

any fear of judgement. 

As well as helping with 

the day to day running 

and maintenance of a 

working smallholding, 

pupils are able to study 

towards AQA unit 

awards. 
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High Ashurst 

High Ashurst Outdoor Education Centre is set in 56 

acres of woodland on Box Hill, near Dorking, in the 

tranquil Surrey Hills 'Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty'. The site has a colourful history with records 

dating back to 1706. Today High Ashurst is a 

wonderful wide-open space for learning and self-discovery in the natural 

environment. 

High Ashurst is part of Surrey outdoor learning and development. The centre 

offers a wide range of activities including adventure/night walks, archery, 

challenge course, climbing and abseiling on our state of the art climbing 

tower, high ropes, mountain biking, orienteering, team tasks and woodland 

skills whilst developing other key skills  

 

 PERSONAL - Developing skills to 

maximise personal achievement 

 PHYSICAL – Increasing physical 

movement, ability & enjoyment 

 KNOWLEDGE – Growing 

understanding relating to the wider world & specific curriculum 

outcomes 

 SOCIAL – Improving behaviours to work better with others 

 EMOTIONAL – Fostering positive feelings, emotional literacy & mental 

health 

As well as gaining a wealth of experience in outdoor pursuits pupils are able 

to study towards AQA unit awards  


