
 

SEN Information Report 

Unified Academy (formerly Chart Wood School) is a special school for students aged 9-16 with Social, 

Emotional and Mental Health needs. We are a part of the Orchard Hill College and Academy Trust. 

 

Our leaders and staff 

Our highly experienced staff includes specialist teachers, learning support assistants, and skills 

coaches. Our leaders’ names and qualifications can be viewed on our website at: 
unifiedacademy.org 

 

The curriculum 

We recognise that the majority of our students thrive via a varied curriculum that is practical based 

and introduces students to and enhances their experiences via an enrichment programme. 

The school adopts a therapeutic approach to helping students to develop the social skills and 

emotional resilience needed to become successful both as learners at school and subsequently in 

later life. The Enrichment programme is designed to work in conjunction with other therapeutic 

interventions to help develop social skills, build confidence and self-esteem, improve communication 

skills, learn new skills and enhance teamwork. 

At Key Stage 4 students have the option of studying vocational courses in preparation for future 

careers such as: Construction, Mechanics and Catering. 

Therapy 

A range of therapies is a central and integrated aspect of our offer and is provided on an individual, 

group and sometimes whole-class basis. Therapy is an essential driver of students’ progress and is 
organised mainly in accordance with students’ Education, Health & Care Plans or if there is an 

obvious presenting need. 

Our therapists are fully qualified and experienced professionals who work collaboratively and 

seamlessly with teaching & support colleagues to maximise impact on improving students’ social, 
emotional & mental health. 

Our therapy offer includes: 

Speech and Language Therapy – Speech and language therapy is concerned with the identification, 

assessment and support of speech, language, communication needs of students. 

Occupational Therapy – The role of the Occupational Therapist (OT) is to work with students who for 

a variety of reasons have difficulty engaging in the curriculum and daily routines. The difficulties may 

be related to fine and gross motor difficulties, attention difficulties and/or sensory needs. An 

Occupational Therapist will aim to enable the student to be as independent as possible. 



Psychologist – Psychologists support children that are experiencing mental health related difficulties. 

These difficulties may impact on their education and life in general. They will also work with 

parents/carers, teaching staff and liaise with agencies such as CAMHS and MASH.  

Canine Assisted learning – CAL involves the use of specifically chosen animals in a range of activities 

or interactions with our students. These interventions are designed to meet particular goals as part 

of individualised planning either to support literacy or emotional wellbeing. 

We work with the multitude of agencies in as joined-up, efficient and effective a way as possible. 

This includes local authority SEN & EHC teams, NHS colleagues and social care services. 

Approach to behaviour 

We understand that many of our students arrive at Unified Academy having had very difficult 

experiences of school in the past. With the skill and dedication of our staff, we aim to reconnect 

them with education so they can make progress to becoming successful adults via a reflective 

approach. Reflection and restorative practice, as opposed to detentions and exclusions, is used to 

help students understand what is currently happening, what they are trying and using well, and how 

they can move forward. 

Student progress 

Students’ progress is measured by: 

 Half termly assessments (academic, personal and social development) 

 Termly target setting meetings with solution teams and parents and carers 

 The annual review of the Education, Health & Care Plan 

Facilities 

We have a broad range of facilities to support learning including: 

 Fully fitted, large teaching kitchen with individual work stations – upper school  

 Fully fitted, small teaching kitchen – lower school for smaller groups  

 Music room – Creative space for students to sample a range of different instruments - 

support with literacy through song writing and therapy links  

 Two Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ESLA) rooms with sensory equipment for 

relaxation and self-regulation  

 Small sports hall for racquet sports and boxing  

 Large sports hall (currently being restored) basketball court and full gym  

 Small animals (stick insects, axolotl and gerbils)  

 Outside multi use games area and outdoor football court  

 Green house and horticulture area  

 Lunch and outdoor seating area  

 Inside food hall for breakfast and lunch  

 Book and resource library  

 Tuck shop  

 Art studio  

 DT studio  

 Vocational studio Science Lab  

 Student support area  



 Medical room  

 Family room  

 CAHMS (Counselling room) 

Support for families 

We actively encourage a strong partnership between home and school and involve parents and 

carers as much as we possibly can. Solution Teams negotiate the level of desired contact with 

families, which can be as frequent as daily. 

We operate an ‘open door’ policy to see the school’s leaders and offer both informal ‘drop-in’ 
sessions with therapists and family workers as well as more formal bespoke therapy for parents & 

carers who would benefit, such as ‘Positive Parenting Programmes – Triple P’. 

Accessible, simple progress reports are provided every term to parents. Our admissions process is 

centred around the family and the child, as is our termly review process via target setting days and, 

of course, the annual review of the Education, Health & Care Plan. 

Equality and Accessibility 

At Unified Academy we are committed to providing equality of opportunity for all pupils and staff, 

and to providing a working environment which is free from discrimination, prejudice and 

harassment. Unified Academy is also committed to ensuring staff are trained in equality issues with 

reference to the Equality Act 2010, including understanding disability issues. 

The Equality Act 2010 defines an individual as disabled if they have a physical or mental impairment 

that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ adverse effect on their ability to undertake normal day to day 
activities.  

Under the Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice, ‘long-term’ is defined as 
‘a year or more’ and ‘substantial’ is defined as ‘more than minor or trivial’. The definition includes 
sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term health conditions such 

as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer. 

Reasonable adjustments are made, where possible, in a timely fashion, under the Equality Act 2010, 

to alleviate any substantial disadvantage that a disabled pupil faces in comparison with non-disabled 

pupils. This can include, for example, the provision of an auxiliary aid or adjustments to premises. 

For further information, please see the school accessibility plan 2020-2021 

Complaints 

Unified Academy wishes to communicate effectively with our parents, students and wider 

community. 

However, we accept that we can on occasion make mistakes or fail to communicate as well as we 

would wish. 

Unified Academy is committed to dealing with complaints promptly, fairly and carefully. We 

encourage parents, carers and other members of the school community to raise (on an informal 

basis) any concerns they have at the earliest opportunity. In most instances, this will involve 

speaking directly with the member of staff concerned, who will try to resolve the issue as quickly as 

possible. 



You can get in touch with us in the following ways: 

By letter – Unified Academy, Chart Lane South, Dorking, Surrey, RH5 4DB 

By email –info@unifiedacademy.org 

By telephone – 01737 215 488 

Or in person, after making an appointment 

If you remain dissatisfied, the school has a formal Complaints Policy which sets out a structure under 

which your complaint can be heard. You can access the policy on our website at unifiedacademy.org 

In the first instance all complaints should be brought to the attention of the Deputy Principal, Ms Jo 

Yarlett  

 

Tel: 01737 215 488 or Email:  JYarlett@UnifiedAcademy.org  

Or alternatively, if the complaint is with reference to the Executive Principal the complaint should be 

made to John Prior, Executive Head (Quality and Development)/Deputy CEO, Orchard Hill College 

Academy 

Trust, Quadrant House, 8th Floor The Quadrant, Sutton SM2 5AS 

The Local Offer 

We offer placements to all Local Authorities and have students placed from across Surrey and 

further afield. We are included on many Local Offers as providers of specialist education and therapy 

for students with primarily Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs.  

The Surrey Local offer can be found at: 

https://www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk/kb5/surrey/localoffer/home.page 

 

Contacting us 

Unified Academy Chart Lane South 

Dorking 

Surrey 

RH5 4DB 

 

Deputy Principal: Jo Yarlett - 01737 215 488 -:  JYarlett@UnifiedAcademy.org 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Rachel Samuels - 01737 215 488 - RSamuels@unifiedacademy.org 

Home School Link Worker: Catherine Pearce-Thomas - 01737 215 488 - CPearce-

Thomas@unifiedacademy.org 

Special Educational Needs Coordinator: Kerry Smith - 01737 215 488 - KSmith@unifiedacademy.org 

Clerk to the Local Governing Body: Kelly Collett - kcollett@ohcat.org - Orchard Hill College Academy 

Trust, Quadrant House, 8th Floor The Quadrant, Sutton SM2 5AS 

Executive Head (Quality and Development)/Deputy CEO Ms Laurie Cornwell- lcornwell@ohcat.org, 

Orchard Hill College Academy Trust, Quadrant House, 8th Floor The Quadrant, Sutton SM2 5AS 

CEO OHC&AT: John Prior, Orchard Hill College Academy Trust, Quadrant House, 8th Floor The 

Quadrant, Sutton SM2 5AS 

https://www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk/kb5/surrey/localoffer/home.page
mailto:kcollett@ohcat.org

